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Region Report

Fun, Fast, an Thrill

Coney Island gets a new look with help

of 50-ton Terex truck crane

oz could alenost call (@ a daredivil sci: Facing tlght dead-

lirses, high winds, and frigid tenwperatures, Supssrior Crane

Bental Inc, brought in three cranes for the installation of

mrore Usan 20 new thrill mides s Coney [slamd. Helping o
put & new face an the loonkc American amusement park, Superior
utilived the heft of a 50.10m Bruck crane over Bwie alf-seaions 1o
handle wnwieldy ride components.

Lang a part of treasured Amerlcana, histocie Coney Island, in
Brookiyn, M.Y., once aftracted visitors frem around the world, A
lack of park investment in recemt decades eroded its nostalgie lus.
ter aid visitor numbers. To eounteract this wrend, New York City
afficlals rezoned sdicining property for the censtnectbon of two
new theme parks within Coney |sland=Luna Park and Scream
Fome—over two off- seasons (rom 2009 to 201 1.

Extriensely tight timelines 1o construct more than 30 new rides
meant bong davs fog many dedécated coptractars working on the
project B ensure the theme paris opened on schedule. The list of
contractors meluded Morwood, M.).-based Supemioe "We were at
b site seven days a week, 12 1o 30 hours per dan” sald Beian Mar-
casan, Superiors vice president. *The parks had to be complete
in just 100 days, and we had our cranes on sife for one and a hall
months o construct Luna Pask and abeut two apd a half months
for Scrcam Zone”

Tor mieet these tight deadlines, Superior used three cranes for the
comstruction of Luna Park and two for adsembling Scream fone's
foar rides, which included the fisgt new eoller comstens s1 Coney
Ishand sknoe 1927, The comgpany releed on is Terex T-550-1 teack
crans to bear the brant of the heavy lifting.

Picking up the pieces

Kide componenis originated from amusement: park ride manufac:
trer Zamperla’s fctory in Italy, which meant vodames of contamer
tralfic durisg the first part of consinaction. “The T-550-1 was run-
nieg coaitinuoashy commented Marcason, “For the roller coasters
alome, we unloaded 36 sea contairers and otfer heavy components”

Like a jigsaw puzdle, each new rollencoaster came with namers
track sectbons that had ge be put together. The T-550-1 hited and
hidd in place hundreds of track pieces, ranging in size from 5000 to
15,0000 pourds, while crew members secured each segment.

Pow'ering the parks new Seeplechaze rollercoaster, named
after am older theme park a1 Comey Island that noe banger exists, a
41,000 posand medor was poked and set Inko place by the T-550-1
truck crane. Marginal ground conditions and an extremely tight
fobaite made this a complex it Tremehes comphetely surrounded
ik T-550u 1, Nt ing the crane’s mobiity, and ceows had to seq the
crane an steel plates for solid footing. The machine’s 1 10-foot main
boom and 530-10n capacily proved o be great ascets in positioning
ibe 15.6-tom motor in place.

“The T-550 has a superior ift chart throughout (ts ramge and
awlspicks other crane designs by ap to 4,000 pounds in some
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instences sald Magcason

Towering over the Scream fLone, the Twrbo Force ride spins
thrill-seekers head over heels at heights reaching 132 feet. Can-
strisciing the ride alse created a buzz among workers, as the
T-550-1 was called on to 1ift 2 32,00 pound ealn component 70
feet in the air

While Steeplechase and Turbo Farce tested (he crane’s sirength,
constructing Seream Sone's Sling Shot ride tested the operstor’s
fimesse, Whide the ride’s anchors welghed a mene 4000} pounds
each, they topped out at 140 fect high. The winter's seashose winds
enade a diffbealt [t even more of & challerge, *'We were dealing
with wireds durirsg the worst winter n recent history, and enany of
the guys were betling against us positdoning the anchaors,” recalled
Marcazon. However, the T-350-1, equipped with its affsen two.
stage jiby, gave operators up to 170 Feet of height to work with. *The
crane set bath with no problem,” he sdded
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Region Report

Cormey 13kaned
Ami

park undergoes
& facelift.

< Continued from poge 26
A thrill-a-minute machine

Musch of the heavy Efling took place daring the shart winter dayvs
af the off-season, o a8 not o deter crowds from visiting Coaney
Ishaed during the susnmes msonths. As o resalt, many of the picks
wene done at night ard in sub-freezing temperatares. All went
smuoathly, reparted Marcasan. *The boam of the T.550-1 cxtends
qubckly, and the operator can quickly change lroemn oae to s lne.
The compater is casy bo work, even [or operators not Bamiliar with
runming & Terex crane.

Abr-ride suspension delivers a smooth ride over rough saurfaces,
and at the jobsdte, positioning and rigging sre fast, while the engine
ared brpdraulic system deliver ibe power 1o get the job done smoothily.
Dresigned for elficiency and productivity on the job, the T-550-1'
compact chasis configuration ingproves crane positioning in tight
spaces. The truck crame carnies (s full 11000 pound goanterweight
and jib without the need for a second truck or operator. Counder-
weights af 5,000 and &000 poands are also available 1o meet jobaite
specifications. Electee-proportional joysticks requine bess effort (o
aperate pegandhiss of [oad weight, while two-speed winches shift on
ke ly, allowing operators to match hook speed with the needs of
ke o

The crane’s ability fo travel at highway speeds meant quick trans-
ot bo Ak jodesite, and, omoe on site, “the crane set ap Fast and owr
crews could quickly install the jab” mentioned Marcason. When
phcks were made ol naght, Superbor’s operators and the erews work-
ing with the crame apprecisted the boam lights, which helped to light
up the waork area. But probably the most importand teatare during
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The Terex T-550-1
truck crane's 110-foot
malm boom and 50-ton
capacity proved te be a
great apset in pesition-
ing the Steeplechase
rollercoaster's 18.6-%0n
moter in place,

th bast fwo winters was foand inslde the cab, “The cabs heating
system worked extremely well to keep ouar guyvs warm during those
Frigid winter days comcluded Marcason,

Saperior puschased the truck crame fram Empene Crane, whi ks
furmisheed the remtal compasy with &l their Terex machines. “They
take care of the crane if there ane any warranty isswes,” r::plli:n:'-d
Marcasom. "I anything comes up, we just call them and they take
caife of it foe us.”

Throughout the lad two seaaons, Superior’s coews performesd hun.
dreds of heavy and intricate lifts with the T-550-1. With both theme
parks now in operation, Coney Bsland i once again aliracting new
thaill seekers in the bundreds of thowsands, restoring some of the
baster bo thix faned American sttraction. Sinoe the Coney [dland job,
the Terex truck crare is out dadly performing run-al-the-mill woek
for Saperion suich as HYAC, sed ramingstructisral, and tree work.

Fapnily-owrsed Superios Crane Rengal, Ing, provides lifting ser-
vices for the New |ersey, New Yook, and Connecticut markets. The
40 year-old company's operators are hally State and City liceniad,
MCOCO certifed, and OSHA 10-hour certified. Maintaiming a fleet
of miobile truck crares with it capacities rangieg frosn B ta &l tons,
Superior regularly handles a variety of Bifting applications from sted
erection and wood trasses to lange equigment peditboning aed cell
tower and wireless comenunscation wiork

Trave Marcasom also reported 1he conspany plans to purchase
ancther machine in 2012, but hasn'l vet decided tbe bype or capacity
they T need nean year, Despibe an noredibly vy late susnmser/eardy
£alll, busimess is good for Superior Crame Rental. “We'ne busy every
day;, thoogh we've had our shane of rain up bere” i
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